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Student Excursion

Land use systems of rural

INDIA

25t September to 9" October 2026

Participants: Master students of AgriTropics, AgEcon and other programs with completed BSc and a particular
interest for agricultural sciences in the tropics.

Number of participants: max. 20 students from Hohenheim
Students own financial contribution: € 1000 (about one-third of total cost p.p.)

The 'Excursion to the Tropics and Subtropics' offers MSc students a guided, on-site experience in tropical
regions, combining theoretical knowledge with practical field observations. Together with the participants, the
interdisciplinary team of experts will reflect on tropical agro-ecosystems from the perspectives of geosciences,
ecology, plant and animal farming systems, as well as the socio-economic dynamics, value chains, rural
development, and natural resource management.

India, the most populous country in the world, is one of the most important food systems and economic
markets in Asia. However, its agricultural production systems face significant environmental, social, and
economic challenges that threaten food security and the sustainable use of resources. In cooperation with the
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL, Switzerland), we will examine and discuss selected production
systems (e.g. cotton production in Kasrawad, Madhya Pradesh) and their associated value chains. Participants
will gain hands-on experience in field data collection methods and discuss the challenges faced by smallholder
farmers and other stakeholders in the food system.

All students applying to participate are required to join module 4907-490, 'Excursion to the Tropics and
Subtropics', during the summer semester of 2026.

If you are interested, apply via ILIAS until 10th April 2026 with ONE single PDF file containing:

e your CV
(max. 2 pages)

e a letter of 2 . -
motivation 7 - e
(max. 1 page) 25

e your study

results so far
(transcript)

Pictures: FiBL

Contact: Dr. Marcus Giese — Hub Management Hohenheim Tropics - Institute of Agricultural Sciences in the Tropics
E-mail: m.giese@uni-hohenheim.de - www.tropen.uni-hohenheim.de
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